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Posted: Feb 24, 2010
SAVANNAH, Ga. - The Armstrong Atlantic State men's basketball squad kept its postseason hopes alive on Wednesday
evening by placing five players in double figures in an 81-62 Peach Belt Conference victory over visiting UNC Pembroke at
Alumni Arena.
The Pirates (11-15, 6-11 PBC) won their sixth game out of their last eight contests while handing UNC Pembroke (8-18, 4-
13 PBC) its third straight loss. With a win by the Pirates on Saturday against Francis Marion, coupled with a Lander loss
against nationally-ranked Augusta State, AASU would make the 2010 PBC Tournament as the fourth seed in the PBC East
Division.
AASU started out of the gate hot, building a 19-8 lead in the first nine minutes of the contest and extending that lead out to
as many as 21 before intermission.
UNC Pembroke slowly chipped away at the 18-point halftime lead in the second half, getting it down to seven, 58-51, on a
layup by Shahmel Brackett with 6:22 remaining, but the Pirates immediately responded with an 11-1 run over the next four
and a half minutes to reassert control. AASU then made 12-of-14 free throws in the final two minutes to seal the victory.
Senior Patrick Shokpeka led the quintet of Pirates in double figures with 23 points on 7-of-13 shooting from the floor and 9-
of-10 from the free throw line. Senior Keron McKenzie added 16 points off the bench, while senior Gabriel Robinson chipped
in 15 points and seven assists. Freshman David Pruett and sophomore Chris Vanlandingham each added 11 points as well
for AASU.
UNC Pembroke was led by Brackett's 20 points, as well as George Blakeney's double-double of 19 points and 11 rebounds.
Brandon Thomas added 16 points and nine rebounds before fouling out in the final minute of action.
The Pirates host Francis Marion on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. for Homecoming at Alumni Arena to wrap up the 2009-10 regular
season.
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